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DeeBarnes 

06 Jul 09, 6:45pm

I don't believe in funding anymore languages. Cornish and Gaelic should wait their turn just like everyone else. There are 300 languages spoke in London alone. Who says taxpayer money shouldn't go to Chinese or Pashtun first?

Government subsidising of European languages over others is discriminatory.
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It should for taxpayers in Scotland and Cornwall to decide whether they finance Gaelic and Cornish respectively. The same applies to the status of Welsh in Wales, Irish in Northern Ireland and Manx on the Isle of Man.
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What's wrong with nationalistic statements?

Gaelic is a British language and we should preserve it as part of our heritage. More public money should go towards funding our own languages and cultures.
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@DeeBarnes:

What´s your first language?
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A language is a dialect with an army and a navy (Max Weinreich)
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Should Cornish be resurrected at the taxpayer's expense? Should Gaelic be on the school syllabus in Scotland?
No.

However, I can see the economic benefits of learning Spanish, or Chinese.

Live long...
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This comment has been removed by a moderator. Replies may also be deleted. 
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Dee Barnes:

I don't believe in funding anymore languages. Cornish and Gaelic should wait their turn just like everyone else. There are 300 languages spoke in London alone. Who says taxpayer money shouldn't go to Chinese or Pashtun first?

We learn languages for different reasons.

When it comes to preserving a language for cultural reasons, then British languages should come first.

We should withdraw funding from minority religions and cultures etc.
in order to fund British culture and languages. After all, these belong to all of us since we are all British.
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Should Cornish be resurrected at the taxpayer's expense?

Definitely a big priority in times of crisis! Maybe we could also teach rural folks basket weaving and hedge laying. I'm sure the country would be back on its feet in no time.
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Did the Plesiosaurus get him?
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Poo. This is far too reasonable for me to argue with and if I throw some Cornish into my comment, it will get deleted. Guess I may as well not comment this week.
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Dr Jon Mills can answer that question.

But this facetiousness suggests that, given a little time and distance, ethnic cleansing can be funny.

A new high for Mitchell.
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With the way this government wastes money this is just the sort of rubbish that will get a few million.
PS. Why didn't you included cockney.????????????????
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Ultimately a lot of what most people do doesn't serve much purpose, other than to keep them and others employed, I don't see much wrong with teaching Gaelic or Cornish, Its just another form of economic activity just like making pop videos or manufacturing duck islands or kiss me quick hats.
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It's not solely nationalist politicians that are funding this, David. You might be interested to learn that the EU funds any 'separatist' movements in the EU. These include Breton, Cornish, Welsh, Scottish, Catalan and Basque to name but a few.

It's directly as a result of this funding (as part of the EU's attempts to destroy the nation-state and replace it with fraternal (and sasternal) love for Big Brussels) that many of these languages and the consequent nationalist politicians have returned.

PhilipHall
Dr Jon Mills can answer that question.
But this facetiousness suggests that, given a little time and distance, ethnic cleansing can be funny.
A new high for Mitchell.

What? I mean, seriously, what?

· Recommended (10) 

· Report abuse 
· Clip | 

· Link
· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/tptfc" 
TPTFC 

06 Jul 09, 7:43pm

Most dead/dying languages seem to be rallying points for uppity nationalists. Boy, do we have better things to do with the cash these days. The only possible reason to learn Gaelic is to get a cosy job translating for the cash-happy BBC.

So how about YOU paying for the translation of your shows into these pointless dialects, David? 
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David Mitchell says the language dies due to natural selection, and not due to the actions of man. This is wrong.

Welsh for example, was forbidden to be spoken in Welsh schools at one time. One of my elderly relatives is Welsh and told me that they were forbidden to talk Welsh in school. Probably Gaelic, and for all i know, Cornish, was also forbidden. Children were then forced to use English and this contributed to the dying out of the native language.
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As long as the so called government funds religious maniac nutjobs to brainwash children about women being second best and evolution not happening in 'faith schools', spending money that could have paid for things like ambulances on languages like Gaelic is a comparitively nice waste of money.

I suggest that if it draws away funds from, and offers kids a less dangerous alternative, than being lied to wholesale by the sort of people who would deny the existence of dogs and bicycles, we plough millions into into it. 
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Evan

Ultimately a lot of what most people do doesn't serve much purpose, other than to keep them and others employed, I don't see much wrong with teaching Gaelic or Cornish, Its just another form of economic activity just like making pop videos or manufacturing duck islands or kiss me quick hats.

That would all be very well if you had addressed why taxpayers should pay for it. Why should taxpayers find £600,000 to fund a language with just 300 fluent speakers?
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Would David Mitchell or anybody else be allowed to refer to Australian Aboriginal languages, for example, as one step above a primate code? No, I didn't think so.
Languages are not just a means of communication, they are also the vectors of a culture, and don't you forget it, David.
I doubt very much that there is anybody who speaks Welsh but doesn't speak English. But I did have a great-aunt (long dead) from the Isle of Lewis who spoke Gaelic but not English.
I write as one who make his living thanks to his command of languages other than my own (French, German, Italian, etc.), but whose parents were native speakers of Gaelic, not of English, which they only learned at school, so I have a foot in both camps on this issue.
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It should be taught if people want to learn it. It should be up to people to decide whether they're interested or not. If they are, what's the problem? Learning a language is useful for exercising your brain and it helps you to learn other things more quickly/easily as a result, so I can't say that learning any language is a bad thing. Maybe Spanish or Mandarin is more useful, but if it doesn't capture someone's imagination and they give it up after a couple of terms, it's hardly served much useful function in getting them to try it.
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Yes, taxpayer funding of ancient languages could be wise. It might help to build up economic growth. For example: More tourism, heritage industry, help towards the study of archaeology and local place names. University courses attracting students from here and abroad. New works written in the ancient languages - novels, true stories, poems, etc: - i.e. creation of goods to be sold, thus leading to economic activity, the holy grail of every capitalist citizen and politician. So it could be viewed as an investment for the taxpayer.
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When it comes to preserving a language for cultural reasons, then British languages should come first.

Being British means anyone who has citizenship is a citizen no matter if their family has been here 2000 years or 2 minutes.

All citizens in the UK are equal, and the languages British Citizens speak need to be respected equally. Preferential treatment is discriminatory, and there is no justifiable reason why a British citizen who speaks Welsh is any more diverse or celebrated or preferable than a British citizen who speaks Chinese or Urdu.

All languages are equal in the UK and saying that some languages are special while others aren't is a slap in the face to full-blooded Briitish Citizens who just happen not to speak Welsh, Gaelic or English in preference to other languages that are just as important to the cultural tapestry in the British community. If anything, we should celebrate and embrace these other languages, as they add to the diversity and community cohesiveness that is part of the modern UK. 
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Centre for Language and Linguistic Studies (CLLS) Inaugural Lecture: Dr Jon Mills (University of Kent),

'Genocide and Ethnocide: The Suppression of the Cornish Language'
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gazpacho:
06 Jul 09, 7:43pm (20 minutes ago)

David Mitchell says the language dies due to natural selection, and not due to the actions of man. This is wrong. ...

Exactly. It is wrong. Clearly,. David hasn't really looked into this aspect too much.

Welsh for example, was forbidden to be spoken in Welsh schools at one time.

Forbidden and then wholly neglected, until the end of the seventies.
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HuffingJenkem
06 Jul 09, 7:12pm (53 minutes ago)
Should Gaelic be on the school syllabus in Scotland?

I'd prefer if they tried English first.

What a nasty little bigot you are.

Why has this comment not been removed and why have people recommended it? Blatant racism.

Incidentally, surely the question of whether Gaelic is taught in Scottish schools should be decided by Scottish people. Education is devolved to Holyrood, after all. Personally, I don't see any harm in Gaelic being taught as a second langauge in some schools in the North of Scotland since that is where the language is located.

David Mitchell's account of Scotland's cultural history is laughable and condescending beyond belief.
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All languages are equal in the UK

Bollox they are!
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En tiedä.
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Actually, a beautiful short film about Irish Gaelic. 
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Here in the Isle isle of Eire, or Error as maybe it should be called having just seen the latest Dept of Finance numbers, Irish Gaelic has never died out but it has died back into ghettos, and for the entire existence of the state of Ireland it has been taught on a mandatory basis at school. And yes its still a ghetto language. The last census showed a miserable 53,471 people in this state speak Irish on a daily basis outside the education system.

So throwing money at a language has failed pretty much 100% here. Oh sure they'll point to the apparently flourishing Gaelscoil movement as proof of change but so far these schools only seem to confirm that the (often urban) middle classes like the idea of their child speaking the language rather than to actually bothering to speak it themselves. The proof will come, if it does, in a generation when the bright graduates who speak Irish everyday raise their own children 'as gaeilge" from birth. But I won't hold my breath.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaelscoil
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Before considering this issue any further, we should consider the cost and success of teaching Irish in the Republic of Ireland and Free State which preceded it. The Irish have had a few generations to de-anglicise themselves and return to speaking Irish, but few have done so as a first language.
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All languages are equal in the UK

Bollox they are!

Bollox they aren't.

You know, the more and more I hear these kind of right-wing, bigoted views the more I wonder whether people truly believe in the idea that being British is open to anyone who wants to be British regardless of their creed, colour, language, economic background, cultural loyalties, religion, sexual preference and identity.

You're not any more British than someone who has come from Kazachstan and speaks no English and lives the Kazach lifestyle. You don't accumulate British points according to how long your ancestors have been here, so I don't see why people who just happen to have British roots should be given preferential treatment over those who are British but just dont happen to have British ancestry or speak English. There is no more reason for the public to pay for Kazach lessons than Cornish lessons. The word is prejudice and discrimination.
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It must kill some people that some of these languages even still exist, after so many centuries of focused drive to linguicide them into non-existence. Bravo to the Welsh for somehow managing to retain their language at a respectable strength. If you do not value a language indigenous to your island then you are a philistine, a vandal... to say that such a language is no different to say Chinese marks you as one who has completely shaken off the idea that culture and heritage have any value (Chinese survives in China, indigenous languages (exception being English) of Britain survive only in their homelands), then again i think Britain (and possibly all of Europe) is well on the way to being reformatted into a state without any concept of indigenous character anyway so scrubbing out the languages could be seen as beneficial in that regard.
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It is irrelevant whether the native ancient language is spoken as a first language. It's just as valuable to have the language as a second language, or a third or fourth language.

Surely, a person who can speak more than one language is someone to admire and even envy.
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DeeBarnes

I think you deserve a prize for spouting the most pointless liberal platitude on this forum so far.

Oh yes, all languages are equal in modern Britian, but some are more equal than others. 
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Here in the Isle isle of Eire, or Error as maybe it should be called having just seen the latest Dept of Finance numbers

Eonomic error, sure the country is in error in other ways too but not completely in error, i hate it when people define the worth of their country solely in terms of it's current economic performance...

And i would imagine a great deal more than the number you quote use Irish Gaelic on a everyday basis, yet still i feel it will not bust out from the Gaeltacht areas anytime soon.
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Centre for Language and Linguistic Studies (CLLS) Inaugural Lecture: Dr Jon Mills (University of Kent),

'Genocide and Ethnocide: The Suppression of the Cornish Language'

Was it funny?
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If you do not value a language indigenous to your island then you are a philistine, a vandal..

Sounds like the Dean of the Andrew Brons School of Linguistics at BNP University talking. 
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Unless these languages are taught in schools, they will die out; this would be a great loss to our cultural heritage. Of course they should be funded. So, incidentally, should Latin - incredibly important to anyone remotely interested in any sort of language.

56000xp is quite right. We need to start taking language seriously again.
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56000xp

If you do not value a language indigenous to your island then you are a philistine, a vandal... to say that such a language is no different to say Chinese marks you as one who has completely shaken off the idea that culture and heritage have any value

Ah "culture and heritage ". I am all for the best that has been written, composed. painted etc but totally uninterested in merely local habits which have made little contribution to human progress. I don't accept the description of a philistine or vandal.
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Oh yes, all languages are equal in modern Britian, but some are more equal than others.

In my mind you are your language.

Your casual bigotry is astounding.
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local habits which have made little contribution to human progress

..an interesting way to describe a way that people have communicated for centuries.
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@DeeBarnes:

"the word is prejudice and discrimination" - so, innumerate too?
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The Politically Correct, usually leftists, are very odd. They love to welcome immigrants who speak their native languages, and hate the idea of forcing them to speak English
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1163765/Dispatched-The-post-office-boss-insisted-customers-speak-English.html
and love to pay to have official leaflets translated into all sorts of foreign languages, like Arabic, Urdu, Polish, to name but 3.
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/consumption/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=260
And they love to support all sorts of nationalist movements (as long as they aren't in the British Isles) like the Basques, the native South Americans, and various African tribes.

http://www.socialistworker.co.uk/art.php?id=17984
But when it comes to the ancient languages of the British Isles, these are seen as something we'd be better off without, especially if keeping them is going to cost the taxpayer.

In fact, the PC leftists see these native ancient British languages as a threat, they see them as something quite evil that leads to British nationalism, Cornish nationalism, and god knows what else - something that is nasty and must be stopped, lest it leads to a fascist government.

This is one of the paradoxes which bedevils the Politically Correct within this country.
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Sorry Dee

Just pointing out the inherent fallacy in your dreamworld where all languagues are notionally equal, but actually arn't.

The obvious obstacle here is English, first language to most, and lingua franca to most of the others for whom it isn't.
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shazthewobmat

.an interesting way to describe a way that people have communicated for centuries.

Actually I was referring to local culture in the Das Kultur sense. Still can you suggest any major discovery that was first communicated in Cornish ? Humphrey Davy was Cornish and did make discoveries but communicated them in English AFAICT.
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Ah "culture and heritage ". I am all for the best that has been written, composed. painted etc but totally uninterested in merely local habits which have made little contribution to human progress. I don't accept the description of a philistine or vandal.

'Progress' can really just be another way of describing how the most ruthless and powerful enforced their own 'local' idealogy and norms on everyone else centuries ago and today, in Afghanistan today the tribal system and the fact that they wear long beards and do not behave in a manner welcoming to Western corporations and elites is the reason why the people there are being slaughtered, this is the definition of so-called 'human progress'.... the domination of one viewpoint , one value system... over many viewpoints and value systems.

It seems that you also suggesting that the English language represents 'human progress' when contrasted with these other languages, that opinion became common in Ireland during the middle of the 19thC, the Irish language was associated with backwardness, poverty and starvation while English became associated with prosperity and survival... simply because those who controlled the country and were well off were English or aspired to be seen as English (like Daniel O'Connell who trumpeted the merits of English over the native tongue), this was the single greatest reason for the language's destruction... I imagine in Scotland, the Clearances of Gaelic people to make way for sheep played an identical role there. Welsh people suffered somewhat for speaking their language but there was no single tragedy (or atrocity) of great proportions to push it over the edge, these changes when they occurred were regarded as 'progress'.

Shaz makes an excellent point that these languages were spoken by a million or more when the population of the island of Britain was only a couple of million and it continued this way for centuries.
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5600xp

'Progress' can really just be another way of describing how the most ruthless and powerful enforced their own 'local' idealogy and norms on everyone else centuries ago and today, in Afghanistan today the tribal system and the fact that they wear long beards and do not behave in a manner welcoming to Western corporations and elites is the reason why the people there are being slaughtered, this is the definition of so-called 'human progress'.... the domination of one viewpoint , one value system... over many viewpoints and value systems. It seems that you also suggesting that the English language represents 'human progress' when contrasted with these other languages,

Are you really suggesting that progress is purely illusory ? Scientific progress is scarcely disputable as is some moral progress. ( a few hundred years ago a whale swam into the Thames and people tried to kill it, recently on a similar occasion they tried to save it ). Both scientific and moral progress are helped by exchanging ideas over a wide area rather than being limited by parochial tradition.
I don't claim anything special for English except that by historical accident it is widely understood which makes it valuable for wide communication. 
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I suppose ancient languages should be kept alive if they are of any use. I think David Mitchell makes the sensible point that the languages will always be there to study, but it's becoming a worthless task to teach them to children who'll never use them.

English has become the universal language. Kids who's parents speak Gaelic still watch Eastenders, listen to Beyonce and go to the cinema to see the new American blockbuster. I think that children could be taught far more useful, important things at school than a dying language that, in truth, will be seen as nothing more than a novelty when they grow older.
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MartynInEurope and gazpacho:
Forbidden ...

and punished

Welsh Not
Picture here
Exactly. It is wrong. Clearly,. David hasn't really looked into this aspect too much.

My first time looking at one of Mr Mitchell's videos - probably my last too.

gryff
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The government shouldn't decide.

If a teacher wants to offer Cornish lessons after school, it would be a rare headmaster who would stand in his way. If parents or the children themselves want to learn these languages, the headmaster ought to be able to respond to the demand. If the headmaster himself is obsessed with Cornish he can make it compulsory. That's his perogative.

It's unlikely that no-one anywhere will want to run Cornish lessons in schools, though they might not have a very big constituency, and probably mainly in Cornwall.

That's how decisons have been made about education since time immemorial. Until now, when even the most specialised subject has to be decided upon by Whitehall.
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PhilipHall

06 Jul 09, 8:11pm (about 2 hours ago)
Contributor Contributor

Centre for Language and Linguistic Studies (CLLS) Inaugural Lecture: Dr Jon Mills (University of Kent),

'Genocide and Ethnocide: The Suppression of the Cornish Language'

The last native speaker died in 1770. I think that Dr Jon Mills might be over-egging the pudding somewhat by describing the end of Cornish as genocide.
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Still can you suggest any major discovery that was first communicated in Cornish ?

So it all depends on how you judge 'worth', then - I think we need to make an effort to retain these languages, regardless of merit, to try to prevent everyone being unable to communicate in any language but pseudo-American or txt-speak. Already I'm working with a year 6 class who fail to see the need for capital letters, let alone correct English - yet when they had an Irish student who taught them some Gaelic, they loved it - why deny these opportunities to children who could be inspired to learn?
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gazpacho: Spot on. The speaking of Scots Gaelic was outlawed after Charles Stuart's mostly Highlander army was beaten at Culloden by the Duke of Cumberland in 1745 In the 19th century, children were still flogged for speaking Gaelic at school. The Highland Clearances also got rid of a large percentage of Scotland's native Gaelic-speaking population - with the language surviving in the Western Isles largely due to their not being very useful for sheep-grazing purposes, as far as I'm aware.

I find it very odd that people who'd be upset about indigenous languages elsewhere in the world dying out find it racist for Britain to put preserving its own languages ahead of others from elsewhere, which are great to learn for work, travel and other practical purposes, but aren't a part of our history and culture, which makes Britain's languages important in another way. Would the same people consider it racist for indigenous Brazilian or Papua New Guinean people to put preserving their own languages (around 700 in the latter case) - ahead of the principal official languages spoken there? My husband's first language is Arabic, with English his second, but living in Scotland he sees himself as an adopted Scot and is keener than I am to learn Gaelic (and already far better at it - oh the shame). He says it's wierd that some British people don't treasure their own languages and culture, which seems to be a Western thing (his words).

· Recommended (19) 

· Report abuse 
· Clip | 

· Link
· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/cassiopeia9000" 
Cassiopeia9000 

06 Jul 09, 10:32pm

These languages are part of history and culture here, and it should be up to the Scots etc to decide how much they want to invest in learning them.

It's nothing to do with nationalism. All languages are beautiful in their own way, so let the people decide.

I love to hear Irish Gaelic being sung, myself.
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Are you really suggesting that progress is purely illusory ? Scientific progress is scarcely disputable as is some moral progress. ( a few hundred years ago a whale swam into the Thames and people tried to kill it, recently on a similar occasion they tried to save it ). Both scientific and moral progress are helped by exchanging ideas over a wide area rather than being limited by parochial tradition.
I don't claim anything special for English except that by historical accident it is widely understood which makes it valuable for wide communication.

Well one part of 'progress' might be learning to use cut and paste (if spelling is difficult) so that you can reproduce my monikor correctly, or was the mistake deliberate :)

As for moral progress on animal issues, we torture and butcher more animals today per capita than we did 'a few hundred years ago' and what would St Francis of Assissi have made of factory farming? We also kill more people in wars overall (ignoring scaleability) today and the vast majority of the planet's populations starves and scrapes and labours to keep a a million or so people in the really good life while we spend huge amounts on weapons to maintain the supremacy of individual viewpoints that are extremely local in nature.

As for scientific progress, it doesn't hinder Japan to speak a language (other than the world's lingua franca), or continental European nations who despite their language differences were responsible for a huge chunk of scientific progress. Besides they manage to be bilingual in Canada quite well.
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Dee Barnes:

All citizens in the UK are equal, and the languages British Citizens speak need to be respected equally. Preferential treatment is discriminatory, and there is no justifiable reason why a British citizen who speaks Welsh is any more diverse or celebrated or preferable than a British citizen who speaks Chinese or Urdu.

What do you mean that all languages need to be respected equally? We speak English in England. That takes priority. Preferential treatment for English is necessary.
Preferential treatment for Welsh and Gaelic is also necessary to preserve the British cultures. It's not our job to preserve foreign cultures.

All languages are equal in the UK and saying that some languages are special while others aren't is a slap in the face to full-blooded Briitish Citizens who just happen not to speak Welsh, Gaelic or English in preference to other languages that are just as important to the cultural tapestry in the British community. If anything, we should celebrate and embrace these other languages, as they add to the diversity and community cohesiveness that is part of the modern UK.

No, no, and no. Community cohesiveness is not built on endless diversity
and hundreds of languages.
And no, we shouldn't celebrate it. 
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It is true that some languages have been helped to an early grave. That doesn't change the fact that a mobile population can't hold on to anything other than the language everyone shares within the range of mobility. It isn't enough that someone can speak a language. Unless a family uses a language at home, and their children eventually use that language as the primary family language, then you will get a natural loss of every less used language.

You can't resurrect a dying or dead language by stuffing it down kids' throats. Welsh is the only mainstream non-english language in Britain, and it survives for now primarily because many families still use it as the language of the family. The biggest pressure against welsh is not english but the mobility of the welsh speakers to non welsh parts of britain, and the mobility of non welsh speakers into the welsh speaking parts of Wales.

The only long term solution to preserving welsh is to stop the movement of peoples in or out of welsh speaking areas. That's hardly going to go down well.
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Community cohesiveness is not built on endless diversity
and hundreds of languages.
And no, we shouldn't celebrate it.

'Cohesion', and yes, it is, and yes,we should. Who wants to live in a country full of clones? Except the Nazis, of course.
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Gaelic was banned by the British government in the 18th century, along with tartan and bagpipes. The Highland Clearances were responsible for the murder of a huge number of Gaelic speakers, and many others were forced from their homes, ordered to emmigrate to North America (look into the number of Gaelic speakers in places like Cape Breton). That was what started the downfall of the language, not "natural selection".
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The ancient languages of the lands that are now known as the UK are part of the archaeological landscape.
As such it is highly reasonable for a nation to expect and to want its government to fund research into its ancient languages and to present its findings in the same way as the rest of origins/heritage are .

But is it reasonable for a government to oblige the learning of an ancient national language? Is it even necessary in order to maintain a trace?
Latin was taught in schools . Latin was an ancient language. But latin was an international vehicle of communication and culture that morphed into several of the current european languages.
There was an acceptable reason for learning Latin, several in fact, none of which pertain for ancient national languages.
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Clunie:

My husband's first language is Arabic, with English his second, but living in Scotland he sees himself as an adopted Scot and is keener than I am to learn Gaelic (and already far better at it - oh the shame). He says it's wierd that some British people don't treasure their own languages and culture, which seems to be a Western thing (his words).

Yes. I think he makes a good point. Maybe it's not even a Western thing.
It's peculiar to the UK, I think. It's probably rooted in our history and class
system.
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shazthewombat:

'Cohesion', and yes, it is, and yes,we should. Who wants to live in a country full of clones? Except the Nazis, of course.

What are you talking about?
Like you, I am defending the teaching of Gaelic and Welsh.

My negative comment was referring to celebrating foreign cultures and religions.
I refuse to repeat the word "vibrant" whenever foreign cultures/religions/languages are mentioned. I don't celebrate the sort of diversity that sees 300 different languages spoken in the UK and
encourages religious/cultural segregation. Never have celebrated that. Never will.
(If your pupils refuse to "celebrate vibrant diversity" do you also call them "Nazis"? Did they teach you that at teacher training college?) 
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worried:

But is it reasonable for a government to oblige the learning of an ancient national language? Is it even necessary in order to maintain a trace?

Gaelic and Welsh are still spoken, so I think it's reasonable to spend money
to preserve those. We have a half decent chance of passing those languages on for the future.
Not sure about Cornish though.
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Gaelic and Welsh are still spoken, so I think it's reasonable to spend money
to preserve those. We have a half decent chance of passing those languages on for the future.

Gaelic and Welsh will always 'be there' in the same way that Latin is. What is the purpose of teaching a child a language though that in all probability will be their second language in their own home, a language they will very rarely come across in print or on screen, and will be reduced to something of pure novelty value when they grow older? I can see it now:

'Yeah, we were taught Gaelic at school. Can't remember much of it now.'

'Oh, that's interesting. We did Spanish and IT.'
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If we had been taught Cuirt An Mheain Oiche during lessons as Gaeilge at school instead of the insufferable boredom induced by Peig then I might have developed some feeling for 'my native language'. As it is, I agree with David that learning a language to impress nationalist freaks and religous zealots simply doesn't appeal to me, especially as nobody ever bothered to teach us any rude or swear words. So, on balance, learning Mandarin might get you laid at a nightclub but a facility with 'mo teanga fein' is akin to waltzing with a corpse, fine as far as it goes but not particularly satisfying in any way.
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As it is, I agree with David that learning a language to impress nationalist freaks and religous zealots simply doesn't appeal to me, especially as nobody ever bothered to teach us any rude or swear words. So, on balance, learning Mandarin might get you laid at a nightclub but a facility with 'mo teanga fein' is akin to waltzing with a corpse, fine as far as it goes but not particularly satisfying in any way.

If you knew how to speak it and had people to speak it to you could have fun at a nightclub using that language, no? The problem is having speakers around you, just a few even - so that it could be nurtured around that... The Israelis brought back the Hebrew language from a bad state but usually a language's only hope is when there is a functioning speaking community around which it can grow. We should support Gaeltacht and pure speaking enclaves 200%, the question of throwing money at the unlikely possibility that people might suddenly develop the group think required to start learning and speaking (to each other) the language at the same time is another question, though i do support things like language channels and dual-language road signs.
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cannibaldave,

Gaelic and Welsh will always 'be there' in the same way that Latin is. What is the purpose of teaching a child a language though that in all probability will be their second language in their own home, a language they will very rarely come across in print or on screen, and will be reduced to something of pure novelty value when they grow older? I can see it now:

'Yeah, we were taught Gaelic at school. Can't remember much of it now.'

'Oh, that's interesting. We did Spanish and IT.'

A language is not a novelty. It is a vehicle of cultural transmission and part of a person's identity. Well, sure, some folks might view it that way, but some certainly won't.

The value of a language has nothing to do with how many people speak it, or how many others might speak it. Learning Chinese or Spanish would enable you to communicate with many more people than a tribal language, but that shouldn't matter at all.

Would David go to a Native American tribe speaking a particular language, say Lakota, which only has approximately 6,000 speakers, and tell them that the Americans around them can't understand it anyway and few people speak it, so why not learn a language more people speak? Is it a novelty for parents to teach their children Lakota?

Languages are priceless and their demise is a tragedy, especially when they don't die a natural death but are whittled away by others. When a language dies, you lose hundreds, if not thousands, of years of poetry and song, and view history through the prism of your new language.

I love languages (although I can't speak any foreign language fluently), and without getting too metaphysical believe that a language is part of the "soul" of a people. That is why native peoples suffer for the loss of their native languages and try to hold onto them (and why, historically, we tried to stop them speaking in them). It's part of who they are.

Why should this be any different for Scots, Irish or Cornish people? And how has that issue got sod all to do with nationalism (has to be said again, not directed at you)?
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Why did the 'British' suppress the native British languages?

The revival of these ancient languages should be funded and encouraged - after all their suppression was publicly funded and approved by the ruling powers at the time.

Leni 
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what does preserving a language mean? is it just giving a nice little job to some researcher to make recordings and maybe compile a list of words, or are you actually going to coerce some poor kids into learning a language even their grandparents couldn't be bothered with? You want youth rebellion? I'll be that'll get you some.
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Cornish is being revived, and that will probably continue to grow, as it's a matter of identity. If somebody wants to learn a language then they will do so. It is attractive to youngsters to be able to speak a language where others don't know what they're saying.

Our celtic languages are more culturally important to our country than those that originate in other parts of the world. There are languages that are more useful on in a global way, but that's a different matter.

The celts are the original inhabitants of these islands, pushed out by the invading or economic migrants of Europe, whose interests were strengthend by weakening the celts in any way that they could. That may be 'natural selection', but should the ascendency of the more powerful over the weakened always be considered worthy?

The preservation of our celtic cultures is worthy and long may it continue. It's investment is up to those in Scotland, Wales and Cornwall.
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DeeBarnes: "Your casual bigotry is astounding."

Respecting and prioritising one's indigenous language and culture is not bigoted, and it's your casual use of the word that is truly astounding. 
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Has anybody mentioned the fact that languages are dying out at a phenomenal rate? It is a Western indulgence to think of reviving them, even in Europe. Cornish is 'nice', but hardly spoken even in Cornwall. Broad Devonian is incomprehensible to outsiders, even in Devon. Sorry, David, but seperate dialects are dying out, let alone Languages. Welsh or Irish Gaelic might be different, but it isa sop to old people, or interested Guardian-Readers to think otherwise. Might be wise to compare the state here to the very fast disappearances of complete languages in South America or Southern Asia.

Sorry, but in including the tongues you mention, you are forgetting the thousands that are dying out merely because the lingua franca is English or Chinese or basic Hindi or Farsi. If I wrote this in a language that nobody understood, it would be an automatic moderation. Ditto if I used Finnish or Estonian. Dammit, but as messages tend to be in English or Mandarin or Spanish, there we go.

This in English; good for UK readers, lousy for that lot who don't actually speak it.
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@moonwave

Please don't go down the dodgy road of treating "Celts" as the "original" population of the British Isles.

Nobody knows who the original populations of Britain are, but we can guarantee that they didn't identify themselves as "Celts".

The term "Celtic" was coined by eighteenth-century philologists to describe a group of Indo-European languages; Basque, Breton, Cornish, Welsh, and Irish and Scottish Gaelic as well as varioius others that are no longer spoken. During the nineteenth-century this limited sense of the word was extended, thanks to the Eugenics movement (we all know where that led), to mean a racial group.

I'm totally in support of Celtic languages being taught and preserved in British schools and universities (along, I might add, with Old and Middle English dialects, Latin, and Ancient Greek). These languages are part of the cultural heritage of the British Isles and as such should be recognised and supported by the government.

However, Celtic should not be mistaken for a racial label; this panders to xenophobic nationalist loonies and is also untrue. The learning of celtic languages should be open to anyone who's interested. 
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When in 1873 Douglas Hyde established the Gaelic League to revive Irish speaking in Ireland, Ireland still had thousands of native speakers (my grandfather learned English as his third language, after French). There is no comparable situation in either Cornwall or Scotland. However this seems a harmless enough extravagance compared to many money wasting schemes. Additional languages are always a good thing whether 'useful' or not. I regret leaving school in Ireland and moving to England before passing the pons asinorum of Irish (the two distinct forms of 'to be', being as doing and being as existence).
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Sorry that should be 1893, of course.
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Where is the noted linguist, I beg your pardon journalist, David Michell actually sitting?

I am tempted to think he is on the shore of Loch Ness, perhaps at Fort Augustus, which was once known as Kilcummin, or Cille Cumein in Gaelic until it was changed by London to Fort Augustus in honour of the Duke Cumberland, aka 'The Butcher', after the battle of Culloden in 1746. This change of name was meant to humiliate the Highlands (Cumberland's forename was William Augustus) and was part of a general process geared to annihiliating Gaelic culture and so prevent any chance of another uprising taking place.

To say that languages live and die by natural selection is downright mischievous, to do so in the case of Scottish Gaelic and the Highlands and in the face of the '45 and the Clearance is an outright provocation: their survival or demise is almost entirely political / historical and Scottish Gaelic is a clear case in point.

The 2005 Gaelic Language Act passed by the Scottish parliament now means Gaelic is well placed to grow and thrive. For those who have only bad things to say about the Scottish Parliament, here is something that London would never have done, not in a million years. Gaelic is a part of a culture and to learn it is a gift, a new perspective on Scotland....

As for David Michel's comment about Scots, well does he speak any Scots to have such an opinion? It is really such a glib offensive thing to write off the language of Scotland's poets and Makars with a throw away line like that. Scots is as similar and different to English as Catalan is to Castilian or Norwegian to Swedish....
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It is a linguistic commonplace to avoid the terms "dialect" and "language" in any scientific sense. The difference between the two is essentially political.

I am pretty sure that Mitchell's little squib against Scots was motivated by politics rather than based on any knowwledge of linguistics. Ultimately the discussion as to whether Scots is a language is a political one that cannot be resolved by an appeal to linguistics.

For those interested in the subject of language death, David Crystal's book of the same title is an interesting starting point.
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Of course the government should support Gaelic and Welsh, they're living,indigenous languages.

As for Cornish, it died out and has been resurrected, so it's a slightly different case.

Nevertheless, I dont see the harm in a certain amount of financial support for it, so long as it doesn't get to the stage where people are barred from public sector jobs for not speaking it.
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@5600xp

And i would imagine a great deal more than the number you quote use Irish Gaelic on a everyday basis, yet still i feel it will not bust out from the Gaeltacht areas anytime soon.

Children in the Gaeltacht areas speak english to each other on the streets. Families bumping into each other in the pub speak english. Fishermen chatting on the key speak english to each other.

It is remarkable just how quickly modern life is ending what massive population decline and unsympathetic rule began.

English is the lingua franca of the Irish, and like all english speakers, they're jolly lucky to have such direct access to such a large slice of human culture through it.
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A language is not a novelty. It is a vehicle of cultural transmission and part of a person's identity

But surely it is a novelty if in the long term the children being taught it nowdays use it to show their friends that they can say 'two pints please' in Gaelic but never speak it, use it to communicate or have any desire for their children to be taught it? By all means teach it as part of a history class, incorporating Gaelic music and writing for example. That would make young children in the Highlands far more aware of their identity and culture than labouring over a dying language which they'll never use.

And that's the key point. They won't USE it. I personally don't see the tragedy in more people using a united language and being able to communicate better with each other. There is nobody left at all who speaks Gaelic and only Gaelic after all. People in the Highlands are not a tribal indiginous society, and for all the (ancient) examples of their language being whittled away on purpose, that has hardly been the case lately. Over the last eighty years the number of speakers has halved and the number of speakers who speak nothing but it has vanished. The reason for that is because people can't be bothered, have no reason, or believe their children's time would be better spent than learning something of no practical use.
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The first thing a state with any significant linguistic minorities does is try and eradicate them.

The Australians did it with many Aboriginal languages. The US and Canada tried it with the Inuit and Indian languages and succeeeded in most cases. The USSR tried it with Estonian, Lithuanian, Ukrainian and lots of others. China is currently trying to eradicate Tibetan and Uighur andy anything else within its borders and to replace them all with Mandarin.

And here in good old Blighty the UK has done its best to eradicate Welsh and Gaelic. It's not managed with Welsh but it's close to succeeding with Gaelic. It's a simple formula. Ensure that all education, official communications and the media is in English only and that Welsh and Gaelic have to fight simply to be recognised as languages at all. The Welsh have managed to fight back but Gaelic is just too small now to muster an effective defence.The current "PC" attack is to try to reduce Welsh and Gaelic to the same status as immigrant languages which have only arrived here in the UK in the last 30 to 40 years in order to reduce any help or assistance they get.

The sentiments such as, "They're not useful", "They're not needed", They're dying out anyway", are all ones which the other states have used with their indigenous languages when they've tried to suppress them and it's the same sentiments I see from many posters here. For the Russians Estonian had no purpose and no cultural significance. David Mitchell has the same attitude to Gaelic. It's not difficult to see why as he's neither Scottish nor a Gael.

David Mitchell may think of himself as some form of articulate, modern, contemporary commentator but he's just as colonial and intolerant as those who destroyed the indigenous languages in North America or Australia. Just because his prejudice is couched in witty language doesn't him any less colonial or intolerant.
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Just to take slight issue with the headline here -- Gaelic and Cornish are not comparable.

Gaelic is a language with tens of thousands of native speakers with a defined geographic area in which that language is spoken. There are also tens of thousands more across Scotland who understand the language. Crucially at no point has the language died - the language spoken now won't be the same as that spoken through the centuries but it is as connected to it as modern English is to its earlier incarnations.

The same is not true of Cornish. Modern Cornish is a creation based on a best understanding of what Cornish might have been. Cornish was dead by the late eighteenth century and the modern revival is many positive things but what it is not is the natural evolution of a language. It is a construction.
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This one brought out all the bossy Unionist lefties, didn't it? Gosh.

Whatever the Cornish and Scots decide, I hope they make a better fist of it than the Irish have done here in the republic. Irish is abysmally taught in many Irish primary schools, by teachers who can barely speak the language themselves. It's still wrapped up in a lot of nationalist pieties, too. They're still doing Peig rather than Merriman as far as I know.

I like the remark often attributed to Max Weinreich about a language being a dialect with an army and a navy, but it ain't really true, though, is it? On this island: Irish is a language; Donegal and Munster Irish are respectively, dialects of Irish. English is a language; Ulster-Scots, Hiberno-English and "Standard" English (I've never met a native speaker of that last one -- so according to the bossy Unionist lefties we probably shouldn't teach it in schools...) are dialects of English. Someone told me the Ulster-Scots for "Chief Equality Officer" once; it made my day.
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Doug, get a grip. David Mitchell isn't a colonial bigot out to destroy Gaelic because he hates the thought of people speaking a minority language. He's simply making the sensible point that it might not be that worthwhile pumping money into the study of a language that is dying when the money and time spent to teach it could, in his opinion, be handed out to more useful pursuits.

Anyway, why are the numbers of people who speak Gaelic collapsing? I can understand ancient laws and suchlike stopping it being used, but why are speakers falling so dramitically in modern times, when schemes are set up to promote the language, websites exist written in it, we have dual-language roadsigns and it's taught in schools, yet STILL the numbers fall? The reason is because people, specifically young people, can't be bothered to learn a dying language that they'll never use in a practical, day-to-day sense. For these people, people actually living in areas that the language is used, it's not a tragedy. So why should it be so for people thousands of miles away?
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@DeeBarnes:

Lastly, and obviously, what language are we debating this in?
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DeeBarnes:
06 Jul 09, 8:32pm (about 15 hours ago)

All languages are equal in the UK

Bollox they are!

Bollox they aren't.

You know, the more and more I hear these kind of right-wing, bigoted views the more I wonder whether people truly believe in the idea that being British is open to anyone who wants to be British regardless of their creed, colour, language, economic background, cultural loyalties, religion, sexual preference and identity.

Oh dear, I seem to have been labelled by a bourgeois liberal reactionary, with a passing acquaintance with the English language.
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Gaelic could easily be revived if it were on the national curriculum.

A useful reference here is Spain. In 1977 when the Franco regime fell, Catalan and Basque were snubbed, treated as sub languages, and their survival was in jeopardy, because they had been outlawed by Franco. 30 years later and you really need to speak Catalan to work in Barcelona and Basque, whilst not quite as widely spoken, is certainly growing all the time.

The only difference between the status of Catalan today and the way it was 30 or 40 years ago is the change in the politics of Catalunya and the existence of a political will to support Catalan by the govt, through broadcasting ,the media and most importantly the education system.

In that sense, Scottish Gaelic began to go into decline in real sense from the Education act of 1872, which excluded Gaelic from the Scottish national curriculum, relegating to the status of 'sub language'. But as I have said above, the Gaelic Language Act is a real tipping point, and with BBC Alba Gaelic in Scotland now has a fighting chance. 
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I would support taxpayer subsidy of our ancient languages.When you think of all the rubbish that tax revenue, is spent on, I am happy to pay towards this.
I really admire the Welsh, who after hundreds of years of domination, by the English,have held on to their language.
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cannibaldave:

Anyway, why are the numbers of people who speak Gaelic collapsing?

What did I say?

Ensure that all education, official communications and the media is in English only and that Welsh and Gaelic have to fight simply to be recognised as languages at all.

Gaelic speaking Primary schools are embedded in English speaking ones as Gaelic units. By default the language of the playground is English.

In life outside schools Gaelic has no official status, you can't use it to communicate with any form of officialdom, legal, council or government and all the primary schools and Gaelic schemes and bi-lingual websites and TV programmes have been implemented at the very fag end of the language when the language policy of, "Don't mention Gaelic", has done its work.

There was a sketch on a (late night) Gaelic TV programme a few years ago. There was a terrible beeping sound and the whole family rushed downstairs in the early hours of the morning. The joke was that it wasn't a smoke alarm it was their alarm clock because at that time the only Gaelic programmes were broadcast late at night and very early in the morning.

The establishment are happy promote Gaelic now because they don't see Gaelic as a threat to English anymore.

Actually David Mitchell is a Colonial Bigot. Gaelic has no impact on his life, it has no impact on is sense of identity and it has no impact on the costs of his local authority or on the education system where he lives and yet he arrogantly stands up and says it should not be promoted in Scotland where he doesn't live.

Bigot, and again, Bigot.
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David Mitchell is a bigoted racist who knows nothing about language outside of his own talking voice.

Why his views are judged more relevant to Guardian readers than any others I cannot fathom. Perhaps its because he has those awful middleclass 'dulcet' tones, so loved of Radio 4 and supposedly at Kings Place.

I think you all need to get out a bit more, into the real world that exists beyond medialand.
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No Doug, the reason Gaelic is collapsing is because people in the main can't be bothered to learn it and use it anymore. You might not be able to send a letter to your MP in Gaelic, but the reason for that is probably that he doesn't speak it and therefore it makes it easier for everyone if you decide to communicate in a language everyone understands. After all, nobody in Scotland speaks Gaelic and Gaelic alone.

I suppose I don't understand the isolationism of the argument. Gaelic was never going to be a 'threat' to English, but I don't see the point of limiting children's exposure to English from an early age and instead aiming to see them educated in a dying, minority language.
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but I don't see the point of limiting children's exposure to English from an early age and instead aiming to see them educated in a dying, minority language

cannibaldave:
I see from your previous posts you're an Englishman and probably live in England.

Just like Dave Mitchell, Gaelic has no impact on your life at all but you are eager for it not to be promoted in Scotland.

Why is that? 
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Mitchell is usually entertaining, but he misses the point. Indigenous British languages like Gaelic and Welsh are valuable both as distinctive vehicles of aspects of our own history, traditions and culture, and as the living languages of many of our fellow citizens and their families, unique to these islands and fully deserving of our respect. If we do not support efforts to ensure their survival as living languages, who else will do so?

But if we share DeeBarnes's strange mixture of imperial contempt and self-hatred towards the indigenous cultures of this country, how can we honestly respect the cultures of others, and why should they respect ours in turn?

I am not suggesting that our local cultures and languages are intrinsically superior to anybody else's, merely that they happen to be ours - whether our ancestors have been here for 10 thousand years or 10 years - and we should try to preserve them, just as most of us would surely expect the Chinese to preserve the Tibetan or Uighur languages and cultures, for example. If you do not appreciate the value of the culture and history of your Welsh and Scottish neighbours, how can you claim to appreciate anybody else's?

The argument about how many ambulances etc could be paid for with the relatively small amounts of money devoted to supporting these languages is irrelevant. There are always other things to spend money on. If you buy ambulances, I could complain that you are not spending the money on schools, or pensioners, or defence etc. Cut the Trident replacement programme by 1 or 2 missiles and you can save Gaelic - surely that's a worthwhile trade-off? We have to decide that some things are worth paying for, in and of themselves, then pay for them. Simple as that.

As for maintaining and teaching these languages, the history of Welsh is interesting here. When I was a kid in English-speaking Wales 40 years ago, Welsh was being re-introduced in schools, but still regarded as an archaic distraction by many, an attitude of self-hatred traditionally cultivated by imperial masters the world over and duly internalised by their subjects. Since then, Welsh-language education has bloomed, English-speaking parents compete to get their kids into Welsh-language schools, and there are more Welsh-speakers in some parts of South Wales now than there were 100 years ago. Of course, the picture is not entirely rosy - some areas have seen a catastrophic decline in the use of Welsh, partly because of outward mgiration of local people and an influx of unsympathetic English migrants - the kind of people who would move to Spain and France but never bother to learn the language. But in other areas, it is incomers who have helped to re-generate local interest in the language by helping to provide the critical mass of Welsh learners to sustain classes and other activities for the whole Welsh-speaking community.

Meanwhile, linguists and educators are well aware that learning other languages early on can be a great boost to children's intellectual development. Bi-lingual kids often perform better across a range of skills, and they also find it much easier to learn additional languages later on. Sure, we could sit them down and teach them economically "significant" languages such as Mandarin or Hindi, but in Wales and Scotland we happen to have local languages that are inimately entwined with our own local history and traditions, so why not take advantage of the opportunity to contribute both to the intellectual development of our children and to maintaining our own living traditions? And if they want to learn Chinese etc later on, they will still be better-equipped to do so.

Mitchell's claim that those who want to learn a language can do so even after it is extinct betrays a fundamental ignorance of the nature of a living language. Eveyrbody who has ever learned a living language knows that you cannot learn it all from books, because the books will never include all the myriad nuances embedded in the texture of a living language. A language is more than just words and grammar, it is a complex web of history, culture and echoes of unrecorded local traditions, and you cannot learn all this without access to the living culture from which it came. Indeed, that is why Mitchell and others dismiss the learning of Cornish, precisely because this is an extinct language without a living tradition.

Finally, I wonder if those English speakers who argue that language is purely about the number of people you can communicate with (1 Gaelic speaker or 10,000 Hindi speakers) might feel rather differently if their mother tongue - the language they used in speaking to their nearest and dearest, the language of their dreams and most private thoughts - were only spoken by a relative handful of people? It is easy to be arrogant and dismissive of minority languages when you are in the majority. Things look different from the other side of the power equation.
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cannibaldave:
I see from your previous posts you're an Englishman and probably live in England.

Just like Dave Mitchell, Gaelic has no impact on your life at all but you are eager for it not to be promoted in Scotland.

Why is that?

Christ, the death penalty has no impact on my life but I'm still allowed to have an opinion on it.

As for saying that I'm 'eager for it not to be promoted in Scotland' please do not assume that. If the people of the Highlands are eager to speak Gaelic and long for it to thrive then that's great and I hope they're happy. But nowadays it's foolish to pretend that the language of the area is anything but English, something everyone understands.

And I still don't understand why the numbers of speakers have fallen so much in recent years other than the reason being that people are perfectly happy to speak no Gaelic and live their lives happily speaking English. I'm not a bigot, just being practical and commenting on something that appears to be self-evident.
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Contributor 
How much of Cornwall does Prince Charles actually own BTW?

Article 7 of the "United Nations draft declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples
Indigenous peoples have the collective and individual right not to be subjected to ethnocide and cultural genocide, including prevention of and redress for:

(a) Any action which has the aim or effect of depriving them of their integrity as distinct peoples, or of their cultural values or ethnic identities;

(b) Any action which has the aim or effect of dispossessing them of their lands, territories or resources;

(c) Any form of population transfer which has the aim or effect of violating or undermining any of their rights;

(d) Any form of assimilation or integration by other cultures or ways of life imposed on them by legislative, administrative or other measures;

(e) Any form of propaganda directed against them. 

· Recommended (2) 

· Report abuse 
· Clip | 

· Link
· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/cannibaldave" 
cannibaldave 

07 Jul 09, 1:02pm

Finally, I wonder if those English speakers who argue that language is purely about the number of people you can communicate with (1 Gaelic speaker or 10,000 Hindi speakers) might feel rather differently if their mother tongue - the language they used in speaking to their nearest and dearest, the language of their dreams and most private thoughts - were only spoken by a relative handful of people? It is easy to be arrogant and dismissive of minority languages when you are in the majority. Things look different from the other side of the power equation.

That's all nice and flowery, but I don't think it means very much. I mean, there are no people left at all who speak Gaelic and nothing else. I still maintain that a major reason for the decline in people speaking Gaelic is because there are large numbers of young people who have a lot of exposure to it but no desire to actually speak it. I base a lot of these thoughts on those of an ex-girlfriend who lived in Wales. In the pre-digital days she'd have to suffer, and I mean suffer, through Welsh language programmes whilst her friends over the border watched Big Brother and Friends. Yes, it probably doesn't fit in with the view of those espousing the joys of maintinaing an ancient language, but it is the real world situation.
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As for maintaining and teaching these languages, the history of Welsh is interesting here. When I was a kid in English-speaking Wales 40 years ago, Welsh was being re-introduced in schools, but still regarded as an archaic distraction by many

Many in the south-east, no doubt. But whether we're talking about 40 years ago, 4, or 400, for large swathes of Wales Welsh is the only language you're likely to hear. I went to university at Aberystwyth and came across hundreds of kids who, just like their ancestors, had conducted their whole lives through their native tounge. Not to piss off outdsiders, or to appear exclusive; but because it was the way they could express themselves most confidently. I have no vested interest here, but think that alongside English, other British languages should be cherished wherever possible. And to say that they should get in line with Urdu, Mandarin et al is shameful cultural defeatism.
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Many in the south-east, no doubt. But whether we're talking about 40 years ago, 4, or 400, for large swathes of Wales Welsh is the only language you're likely to hear. I went to university at Aberystwyth and came across hundreds of kids who, just like their ancestors, had conducted their whole lives through their native tounge. Not to piss off outdsiders, or to appear exclusive; but because it was the way they could express themselves most confidently. I have no vested interest here, but think that alongside English, other British languages should be cherished wherever possible. And to say that they should get in line with Urdu, Mandarin et al is shameful cultural defeatism.

That's fine. No-one is saying that people should have to change the language they want to speak. The issue is that Gaelic isn't spoken exclusively by anyone at all anymore and that to try and reinforce it will be to the detriment of young people who'd benefit being raised in the language used by millions as opposed to a dying language limited to a tiny group of people in an isolated pocket of the country.
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CannibalDave - so you are basing your view on Scottish Gaelic on the experience of an ex-girlfriend who used to live in Wales? That makes a lot of sense of course.

You obviously know nothing about the matter at all, so, getting back to the point DougtheDoug made, why are you so keen to spend time on this? What is your interest in this issue? 
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In the pre-digital days she'd have to suffer, and I mean suffer, through Welsh language programmes whilst her friends over the border watched Big Brother and Friends

Aw, the poor poppet. Anyway, from day 1 both programmes were regular features on S4C broadcast an hour later than Channel4, so her suffering must have been very brief and you should stop telling fibs.
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cannibaldave:

Language and culture are about more than trashy TV programmes.

By the sound of it, your ex-girlfriend may well have been right to reject S4C as the pinnacle of Welsh-language culture, but her TV choices hardly reflect an appreciation of English-language culture either.

So what? If I reject Big Brother, should you stop speaking English? Italian TV is crap as well, so should Italians abandon the language of Dante?

If you cannot appreciate the difference between speaking your native language and selecting trash TV, then you are clearly a linguistic and cultural ignoramus whose judgement is such matters is hardly to be trusted.

I grew up in English-speaking Wales and live in Wales today. I have met plenty of native Welsh speakers for whom it really is the language of the heart, the language they use to speak to their children, their families and in which they think. Welsh is an intrinsic part of their "real world situation", just as Tibetan is for Tibetans, Finnish is for Finns, and English is for you English-only bigots.

Why do you have such a problem with that "real world situation"?
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CannibalDave - so you are basing your view on Scottish Gaelic on the experience of an ex-girlfriend who used to live in Wales? That makes a lot of sense of course.

Well, it does though. It's an actual experience of someone I knew very well who was young, living in a country in which the majority language is almost exclusively English, and her experiences with a minority language. Namely that it annoyed her because everyone she knew spoke English, she had no desire at all to learn 'her' language, and she'd much rather watch a normal show that everyone else in Britain was watching on TV than yet another episode of Pobol Y Cwm. I'm likening this to a kid in the Highlands being subjected to endless Gaelic lessons on the basis of preserving the language when it actual fact he'd rather be learning something different.

why are you so keen to spend time on this? What is your interest in this issue?

I wrote an essay at uni about how Icelandic was so well preserved as a language and how it continues to thrive in spite of the fact that English is so widespread as a 'world language,' especially amongst Western nations, as well as the fact that almost everyone in Iceland speaks English as well. I made a few references to Welsh and Gaelic in that and I suppose this article rekindled the memory. And it's not illegal to have an interest in a certain subject you know. Just because I'm English doesn't mean I can't comment. It is 'free' after all...
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Oh Dearie Moi!! Yes indeedy!! Of course Gaelic should be taught in schools. It has been taught in Primary Schools in Western Scotland and the Islands and Highlands for a long time now. There is even a college of Further Education -

"Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Colaiste Ghàidhlig na h-Alba".

Being bi-lingual gives students a distinct advantage when learing other European languages. UK languages at present may be a minority, but for those who are willing and who wish to learn either Welsh, Gaelic, Manx, Irish Gaelic - then why not. After all, they are also 'European Languages', although minority ones like Breton.

As for Cornish - well there are places who run courses in the language by distance-learning for those who aren't able to get to regular tutorials and language classes. As previously stated, there are distinct advantages to be able to speak another language beside English. Gaelic as spoken on the Celtic Periphery as in the western Islands and Highlands in Scotland is part of the culture and history.

It is the same for the Western side of Ireland and Irish Gaelic over there. There are slight differences between Irish Gaelic and Scottish Gaelic. I for one would support these efforts. As someone who comes from a Scottish Lowlander background, I do not speak Gaelic, but would, if I wasn't so lazy, try to learn a few phrases.

Good luck to those who want to learn, any language for that matter.
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If you cannot appreciate the difference between speaking your native language and selecting trash TV, then you are clearly a linguistic and cultural ignoramus whose judgement is such matters is hardly to be trusted.

But she didn't care about her native language, and neither did her friends, and in spite of the trashy nature of Friday night TV it's a real-world situation that goes to show how little the younger generations care about minority languages when they value Big Brother over an hour of Welsh.

The opportunity is there for it to be studied, spoken and enjoyed, but you can't force it on people.
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@puisin

I like the remark often attributed to Max Weinreich about a language being a dialect with an army and a navy, but it ain't really true, though, is it?

Well if you take it absolutely literally no - it probably isn't completely accurate. Having said that, modern literary English is, linguistically speaking a prestige dialect that grew out of the 16th century East Midlands dialect. In fact all distinctive forms of speech are dialects and few if any linguists would argue that there is a real difference between a language and a dialect. The former tend (though not exclusively so) to have state sanction in one form or another but there is nothing intrinsic or scientific that differentiates a language and a dialect.

An obvious example would be Serbian and Croatian, which are considered seperate languages (at least politically) but are in fact intercomprehensible. Or Urdu and Hindi, the latter drawing, in its literary register on words of Sanskrit origin, the former drawing on Persian in the same way (although ironically the ancestor of Persian, Avestan was probably intercomprehensible with Sanskrit - but I digress). Norwegian in one of its forms is a near as damn it to Danish yet some forms of Flemish are only understood by other "Dutch" speakers with great difficulty (Westvlaams). At the same time, state recognition means that Romansh is considered a language but the surrounding speech continuum in Northern Italy, Ladin and Friulian are most often considered "dialects".

So is Scots a language? Well it was until 1707 - the only difference that occurred on that date was the disappearance of the Scottish state. Is it a language now? Well it must be an oddity if it isn't in the sense that it has its own distinctive "dialects". Ultimately the question is a political football and while Scots is certainly discernable as a speech community with distinctive isoglosses that distinguish it from other speech communities, the debate cannot be settled on the basis of linguistic science.

- Although I doubt Mr Mitchell has given the question much thought.
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I don't despise Gaeilge as such as the craw thumping, hypocritcal Gaelgoiri loons who insist on gradations of Irishness. To my mind, there are a lot more interesting shades and degrees to the island of my birth than that which marks the polar opposites politically, especially as so much that is interesting and exciting is lost by such a blinkered view of our past.

Some say that we should now revive the language much as the Israelis have done, but I think that in itself is not an appropriate model to use. The need for Hebrew to bind the disparate linguistic, social and cultural threads of the jewish diaspora into a nation dictated the necessity of doing what they did. In Ireland, prating on about a language which by definition excludes far too many people on the island is neither a recipe for nationhood, nor is it particularly neighbourly. That said, I hope it rains on the other parades later in the week, as I am a forward looking type of person, bored to death with tedious retreads on a tedious theme.
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you can't force it on people

.

Of course you can. In the same way you force inummerable other things on kids for their own long-term benefit. For example, now that your ex is in the Welsh job market, i'm 100% convinced that she wishes she hadn't been such a bubble-head previously. Just like i and my friends do.
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cannibaldave wrote
"
Just because I'm English doesn't mean I can't comment. It is 'free' after all..."

indeed it is.

The fact that yourself and David Mitchell have been identified as colonial bigots because of your attitude to Gaelic is an achievement of sorts. I mean how many people get accurately called that nowadays?

I heard David Mitchell on Question Time arguing the case for maintaining the union so wasn't surprised to see him alleging that support for Gaelic was "poliically motivated".

That only further revealed his ignorance. The opposition parties in Scotland are actually very enthusiastic about Gaelic. The head of the new Gaelic TV service is former Western Isles Labour MSP Alasdair Morrison and the Gaelic organisations are positively bursting at the seams with Labour supporters.

I dislike Labour in Scotland but they are not hostile to Gaelic.

David in his video clip just comes across as ill informed, pompous and rude.
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Allthorn- he says PRIVATE code not PRIMATE...

Allison1983- the Scottish are not a seperate race but a nationality.... hence whatever you think of his attitude, it is not racism... i think education should definitely be run from holyrood-they often have good ideas, BUT without disproportionate amounts of money being spent on it compared with the rest of the U.K. -13% per head more on education than the English. By all means fund the teaching of it if that is what Scotland decides to do but don't use any money from the rest of Britain to do so...all this Gaelic on signs in the lowlands is really pointless though. Out of interest i've started asking young scots what it means and no one-not even those from the highlands seems to have much of an idea-...
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" And yet a slow but steady change in fortunes has marked the last half-century. Struggles to secure a modicum of Gaelic presence in the media (especially radio and television), to increase and consolidate Gaelic-medium education, and to secure Gaelics status in law, have been partially successful. Gaelic signs now mark the offices of the Scottish parliament, along the High Street to the castle, where once Gaelic-speaking kings reigned, and along the streets the Perthshire poet and Edinburgh resident Donnchadh Bàn Mac an t-Saoir walked two centuries ago. In Glasgows west end, not far from the Broomielaw where countless Gaels once alighted from ships from the west, the first full Gaelic-medium school has been established. There have never been more or better opportunities for those without Gaelic to learn it. Not for many decades have there been so many good and often gainful opportunities for those with Gaelic to use it."
From the prof .of the Celtic chair at Glasgow Uni.
This is a man who knows what he is talking about.

Can't be bothered watching this video , as far as I am concerned this comic blotted his copy book on a QT from the Lothians and anything he has to say about Scots , our land or language , I can cheerfully ignore.
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cannibaldave:
"it's a real-world situation that goes to show how little the younger generations care about minority languages when they value Big Brother over an hour of Welsh..."

You're really hung-up on the TV thing, aren't you?

As for what the yougner generation care about, well, when was it ever any different? They probably had little interest in Shakespeare or Mozart, but that's hardly a reason to extirpate poetry and classical music.

The "real-world" is full of things that are valuable and worth rpeserving, but which cannot survive without some form of subsidy or intervention, from tigers and opera to kids with leukemia.

Do you think we should measure their worth solely in terms of their perceived utility to yourself - or more precisely to your ex-girlfriend and her erstwhile teenage chums?
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wiredandtired

Doubtless you find it a hugely cathartic experience to describe CannibalDave as a colonialist bigot, but surely you realise that at least the former, and perhaps the latter label are unjustified.

Surely you can't seriously be trying to suggest that CD or Dave Mitchell, or English people in general are presently trying to colonise Scotland. He's commenting on the relative importance of Gaelic compared to English as a language in Scotland. You or I may not agree with his views on the matter (as I've already stated, I'm happy for the Scottish government to fund teaching of Gaelic in Scottish schools), but there's no meaningful sense in which you can call him a colonialist.

To me there is a more imporant issue in all of this, which is that when Scotland (as seems inevitable) becomes independent, what kind of relationship will its government want with England? Demographic, linguistic, and socio-cultural exchange between England and Scotland won't stop because Scotland has become independent, and nor will the relationship it takes up with the EU or UN dispel this very immediate problem. Language issues aside, Scots and English should stop petty bickering about who wronged who in the past, or which languages are most important (English people should bear in mind that Gaelic does not threaten the current status of English as an international lingua franca) and start thinking about how England and Scotland can coexist as independent states in the happiest possible way (not least because family and social ties don't stop at the Berwick).
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Mathematics and genetics should be made common languages in national curricula, and everything else should be made available on the internet, as it already is, to freely experiment with. Ya.

· Recommended (0) 

· Report abuse 
· Clip | 

· Link
· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/picador" 
picador 

07 Jul 09, 3:21pm

Acht na Gaeilge anois!
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there is no justifiable reason why a British citizen who speaks Welsh is any more diverse or celebrated or preferable than a British citizen who speaks Chinese or Urdu.

There is, it's because they're indigenous British.

You're not any more British than someone who has come from Kazachstan and speaks no English and lives the Kazach lifestyle.

Well, they're not British at all then. Why come here speaking no English and living a Kazach lifestyle, whatever that is?
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And before I'm censored for using an inferior language that means I back the campaign for an Act to protect the Irish language in Northern Ireland - as was promised by the British government as part of the St Andrew's Agreement in 2007. The act is currently being block by the Gaelic-hating Democratic Unionist Party.
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Is there a single work of literature in Cornish. Why not teach Greek or Latin if you want to learn dead languages? At least they`re worth reading.
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Frankroberts

The answer to your question is 'Yes Cornish literature does exist'

http://www.cornish-language.org/English/literature.asp
Leni
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"Doubtless you find it a hugely cathartic experience to describe CannibalDave as a colonialist bigot"

zazar, indeed I do :O) thanks for caring.

I get the same hit when I call Gordon Brown an emotionally flawed, delusional, cowardly, snot -gobbling danger to democracy.
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Of course you can. In the same way you force inummerable other things on kids for their own long-term benefit. For example, now that your ex is in the Welsh job market, i'm 100% convinced that she wishes she hadn't been such a bubble-head previously. Just like i and my friends do.

'bubble-head.' Ha ha indeed, she's now a doctor!

But you make it clear you side with the line that says 'teaching children minority languages is for their long-term benefit.' I think children being exposed to foreign languages from an early age is indeed a good thing, but I'm not so sure about things such as Welsh and/or Gaelic only schools, which in my mind just handicaps children from the start. I'd be very intrigued by an argument that said children in this country would actually benefit from being taught a minority language like Gaelic as a first language with English a second.
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emmet!
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I think that (pronounced) Gallic (not (pronounced Gaylic) Gaelic -that's Irish Celtic) should be offered as a GCSE or A Level at some schools if parents or children want it. Mitchel's proscribing of state funding for this is too harsh: Scotland is a different national entity to England, and Gallic is its distinctive language. Like Welsh and Irish, the English sought to stamp it out, and the prevalence of low land Scots English over Gallic is also a legacy of English imperialism and colonialism (to use anachronistic but not inappropriate terms -remember the Highland clearances?).

Is this the "Darwinian evolution" to which Mitchell refers?

Perhaps it should not be made compulsory in all schools, but there is no reason why it should not be statefunded in some schools if students want it.
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@Maidmarion- whilst i obviously have great respect for the academics of the fine instituton that is the University of Glasgow (but I'm a bit biased)- i don't believe i've ever heard anyone speaking Gaelic in the west end- or Glasgow (without me specifically bringing it up)- and so putting it on signs is a bit pointless-surely chinese or polish would be more useful. You might want to watch the video-it is a fairly reasonable view.

@Wiredandtired Do you seriously believe that part of the SNPs support for Gaelic isn't politically motivated? BTW apparently mitchell is welsh or part welsh so calm down on the accusations of English colonialism and suchlike please...I think the Scots have a lot more say in English affairs than vice versa currently- like why I will be 20 grand + in debt upon leaving university but my scottish classmates will not.
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David I take the point about the nationalistic element, because of the negative associations if I see someone flying any kind of flag I tend look at them sideways.

I spent a while living in Scotland both on the west and east coast. Gaelic was the language practised at primary level with the option of a qualification later... so this language cannot be dead unless there has been a mass cull up north but somebody forgot to mention it.

Or were you referring to its use just in the cities laddie? Bloody hell, city boys.
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There is no shit deeper, denser or darker than nationalistic shit.
Why do people feel they have to attach their frail egos to their nationality, and then spend their time in a fit of paranoia that someone, somewhere, isn't taking it seriously enough?
Here's my tip for a better life: stand on your own two feet and be an individual rather than prostrating yourself to some imaginary tribal authority.
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skipsatan, was going to reply to you re the snp but I had a trawl through your previous comments and found this

skipissatan's comment 15 Feb 09, 1:24pm

"salmond is scum, and seems to spend most of his time whingeing about the 'english' in london telling him what to do...and it genuinely worries me that the scottish public would bite and vote to split up the union...not that it would be in our interest...our anyone elses..."

now I didn't mention the word English, you did. If I call you a "colonial bigot" as well, please understand that I mean you are a BRITISH colonial bigot.

I like English people and in common with the estimable Mr. Salmond, my problem is not with them but with the British state.
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but I'm not so sure about things such as Welsh and/or Gaelic only schools, which in my mind just handicaps children from the start.

Dave, If you live on this island then English is a pre-requisite, and i'd have no sympathy for someone aiming to produce a generation of Welsh monoglots. Fortunately, to my knowledge, no such people exist. This is not an either/or issue - the whole thrust is at bi-lingualism. Furthermore, this is not a "foreign language" they're learning, but their own; one spoken by their parents, grandparents, neighbours and friends.

Why do people feel they have to attach their frail egos to their nationality, and then spend their time in a fit of paranoia that someone, somewhere, isn't taking it seriously enough?

Attachment to language amounts to a bit more than tub-thumping nationalism - even if separatists have often used it as a tool. There is a rich and extensive Welsh literature dating back to the 7th century, and it would break my heart if one day this became the sole preserve of a handful of academics. We'd all lose out ultimately. 
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So Scotland owes it cultural identity to Sir Walter Scott. No, I don't think so. What has confused you I think, is the tartan wrapper around those inedible oat cakes. That is a brand. It is not an identity.

Now I know city boys are suckers for merchandise, anything with a brand name, and while you maybe the exception, take the latest tour t-shirt as an example, wouldn't knowing the lyrics to the song would be good too, just a few, just the hook line maybe... what do you think?
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It seems a bit paradoxical to be resurrecting dead languages in a dying society.

I'd much rather the state invested time and money in averting our impending demographic collapse.
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To me there is a more imporant issue in all of this, which is that when Scotland (as seems inevitable) becomes independent, what kind of relationship will its government want with England?

I don't think Scotland's the least bit interested in independence, to tell you the truth.
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Blondy2

Many children have had their education severely impeded by the bi-lingual approach. It is a struggle that many children face, not just welsh ones. I am sure those that teach recognise this fact and take it into account, I hope.
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Zkhairyauk

Scotland is a different national entity to England, and Gallic is its distinctive language.

We could debate the technical accuracy of your first statement, but that would be boring. Your second statement is interesting though.

Gaelic is spoken by circa 60000 Scots - none of them monoglots. That''s about 1% of the population. It's hardly 'Scotland's language'.

I believe BBC Alba will cost £14m this year.

Tremendous value.
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Another point about Gaelic is that it has largely been resurrected by English immigrants into the Highlands and Islands.
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I think if people wish to learn, then there is nothing wrong with taking it up.... as a HOBBY!

Given that the languages are spoken by so few, to me it seems a little pointless teaching them on a curriculum level. There is no benefit to it, and to simply use the argument that we should do so to preserve our heritage, is not good enough. As for nationalistic ideology, I suspect that is what drives most who wish to resurrect the dead languages.
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If there was the same passion for learning foreign languages in the UK as there seems to be here for letting the indigenous ones die, then the UK would be polyglot.

Anybody who is happy to let any language die is plain ignorant, simple as that, and presumably monolingual. But I don't even know why I'm posting on this, the premise of this video piece is arrogant, ignorant obnoxious London-centric nonsense.

Scottish Gaelic will thrive if the Scottish people want it to, and the Gaelic Language Act is a historic piece of legislation. The rest of you can and David Michell can go and jump in a loch. 
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WhatTheThunderSaid

I thought your comment was really odd.

I went to school in Scotland and the take-up for the Gaelic classes was mostly taught by the locals for the locals who would impart a word or two occasionally.
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Batz (indeed you are):

"Gaelic is spoken by circa 60000 Scots - none of them monoglots. That''s about 1% of the population. It's hardly 'Scotland's language'.

I believe BBC Alba will cost £14m this year.

Tremendous value."

I said +distinctive+ language.

14m is not a lot, certainly compared to BBC Cymru, considering many of those speakers live in the most isolated parts of Britain, and if there is a national Scottish will to reinvigorate or spread the language, so be it. If you deny BBC Alba that 14m, you may well end up killing the language entirely, which would simply perpetuate the English discrimination and proscription whose effect that funding is intended to mitigate, assuage or reverse.

We are supposed to be living in a post-English imperial and colonial society, afterall.
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Hmm. Would Walter Scott, R. L. Stevenson or Rabbie Burns have supported or not supported state funding for Gallic education?

That's a toughie (I don't think: of course they would have supported it!).

But it wouldn't matter: it has little to do with the merits of the case.

· Recommended (0) 

· Report abuse 
· Clip | 

· Link
· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/blondy2" 
Blondy2 

07 Jul 09, 8:49pm

14m is not a lot, certainly compared to BBC Cymru

But 38% of children between 3 and 15 years old in Wales speak the language and the total for all ages is now edging toward 25% (fluent).
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Carnighan

the premise of this video piece is arrogant, ignorant obnoxious London-centric nonsense.

No- it sounds perfectly sensible to anyone without an axe to grind.

Scottish Gaelic will thrive if the Scottish people want it to

WHICH WAS EXACTLY WHAT HE SAID IN THE VIDEO.
It really is bizarre that you can put this video, in which he says several times that he has no problem whatsoever with people talking Gaelic, through a filter where it somehow arrives in your brain as an evil Londoner (who does not happen to be from London) attacking you.
The whole point of the video was that if people have a use for a language, it will survive on it's own- people should not spend inordinate time, money and effort on keeping it on life support.
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The whole point of the video was that if people have a use for a language, it will survive on it's own- people should not spend inordinate time, money and effort on keeping it on life support.

So we can spend 20 million on a Titian for the National Gallery, but minority languages can go to hell?
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Blondy2-
Nice, I think I'll use that argument for almost everything from now on.
So we can spend 20 million on a Titian for the National Gallery, but the homeless can go to hell?
So we can spend 20 million on a Titian for the National Gallery, but children's sports can go to hell?
So we can spend 20 million on a Titian for the National Gallery, but historical battle reenactments can go to hell?
Etc. 
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Quite. Priorities, eh? But fortuantely for my kids and unfortunately for your blood pressure, encouraging indigenous languages seems to be the order of the day. Best deal with it. 
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OK, your kids can be made to prioritise spending their time learning defunct languages which are occasionally spoken by a tiny amount of like-minded local people to impress each other, whilst mine can prioritise learning widely spoken international languages which give them access to rich modern cultures around the world. Priorities can be a right bastard for kids.

· Recommended (1) 

· Report abuse 
· Clip | 

· Link
· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/blondy2" 
Blondy2 

08 Jul 09, 12:26am

All the best to you and your kids.

Diolch yn fawr iawn a nos da.
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Tá mé ag súil go mór BBC Alba ar Virgin a fheiceáil.

Looking forward to seeing BBC Alba on Virgin here in NI soon. Curious to see just how much I'll understand,

Schoolchildren are dropping foreign languages in record numbers. It seems that the 'Speak English or Die' mentality is really bearing fruit.
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No. I do not see any way that spending public money on teaching Cornish (or Gaelic) can be justified.

Languages are mainly pushed in schools for economic purposes. Now, besides from looking a little odd when asking for vinegar on your cockles in Cornish, I can see no other benefit. Schools are hard pushed to fit in everything they should be teaching already. Let those who can speak Gaelic pass on their wealth of knowledge in their own time. For free. If they can't be arsed, then it obviously isn't all that important to them.
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There is no more reason for the public to pay for Kazach lessons than Cornish lessons. The word is prejudice and discrimination.

Funding a dying or shrinking language such as Cornish, Welsh or Gaelic over foreign languages that happen to be spoken in the UK is NOT discrimination, it just makes more sense. Languages such as Mandarin, Hindi, or indeed Kazakh have modern motherlands where they are primarily spoken by a large majority of people. Celtic languages on the other hand, have been mostly (and sadly) driven out from the majority of their original regions, the UK and Ireland. The main reason why the latter set of languages needs to be protected and perhaps better funded is because a Chinese person can always go back to China to hear their mother tongue (or indeed any students of a Chinese language), but a Welsh or Gaelic speaker will have quite a difficult job of immersing themselves fully and unequivocally in any of the Celtic lands.
The fact that most of the foreign languages you speak of ARE in fact so present in the UK illustrates that they are alive and expanding far beyond their original borders with no need for government support. On the other hand, the ancient tongues of the British isles need government help just to be spoken by a fraction of the population.
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If you deny BBC Alba that 14m, you may well end up killing the language entirely

Surely the easiest way for Gaelic to survive is by parents teaching their kids Gaelic and thus passing the language on. I certainly didn't learn to speak English at school, I was taught it at home from day one. And if the language is reasonably embedded by the age of three it probably will never leave.

This would suggest to me that because of the declining numbers of Gaelic speakers, parents in Northern Scotland are choosing to neglect the teaching of Gaelic to their children because they believe being able to speak English is something far more important for the child's future. The child may very well leave Northern Scotland, thus removing them completely from the region in which the language is spoken and reducing it's use to that of a novelty. They may as well speak Klingon. Indeed, since nobody at all is a Gaelic monoglot, is it not already a novelty in the very region in which it exists?

I'm not trying to wipe out Gaelic, but I am concerned that some Scottish people who have no wish to learn the language themselves are harming the education of a small band of children by imploring they learn Gaelic from an early age. When a language reaches a stage in which it's use as a communicative tool is over, which is the case with Gaelic owing to the reality that nobody is an exclusive speaker, then we need to accept that for whatever reason, be it archaic law or modern communities simply not being bothered to learn it, that it's days are over as a living language.

If people want the language to survive, great. Teach it to adults who want to learn it. If parents think their kids will benefit from it, then teach them as well. But let's not pretend that Gaelic will benefit a child in the same way that French, Spanish, German or Mandarin will.
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But let's not pretend that Gaelic will benefit a child in the same way that French, Spanish, German or Mandarin will.

What percentage of adults living in the UK end up living and working in a non-English speaking country? A small minority I would venture.

Learning Gaelic or Welsh enables people to gain a richer understanding of their own country, literally unlocking the secrets of the landscape.

The notion that there is an either - or choice between indigenous languages and foriegn languages is thoroughly misleading.
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What percentage of adults living in the UK end up living and working in a non-English speaking country?

A lot more than the number who currently speak Gaelic. And of course, let's not forget that the number of people who can only converse in Gaelic is currently zero and has been for some time, meaning that the actual need for anyone to speak Gaelic in order to get by does not exist.

Also, can we please get away from the wishy-washy 'deeper understanding of culture' argument? Someone who has lived in the Highlands all their life and doesn't speak Gaelic shouldn't be insulted by the notion that somehow they have failed to 'literally unlock the secrets of the landscape.'

· Recommended (2) 

· Report abuse 
· Clip | 

· Link
· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/picador" 
picador 

08 Jul 09, 6:41pm

'When I hear the word culture I reach for my revolver'

Knowledge of a country's indigenous language enriches a person's understanding of a country. There is nothing wishy-washy about that!

So for the majority of people who do remain living and working in their own country - whether that be Wales, Ireland or Scotland - it makes sense to have knowledge of their nation's indigenous language. No prizes for guessing that the English might have a different opinion - but hey, they're not the only people who pay their taxes.

Is might always right when it comes to languages?

Once again I would point out that the notion there is an either - or choice between indigenous languages and foreign languages is misleading. Evidence suggests that bilingualism is an advantage when it comes to learning further languages. 
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Knowledge of a country's indigenous language enriches a person's understanding of a country

But there's a big difference between knowledge of a language in a country in which that language is widely spoken, and knowledge of a language in a part of a country in which not one single person speaks that language and no other. Keeping the language alive is a great thing, and I honestly believe that. But not at the expense of children's education. If anything, Gaelic has died because of the reluctance of parents to pass the language on, and because young adults have expressed no interest in learning a language they will never really NEED to use.

So for the majority of people who do remain living and working in their own country - whether that be Wales, Ireland or Scotland - it makes sense to have knowledge of their nation's indigenous language

Could you please explain to me in realistic terms why it makes sense for someone who lives in Glasgow to have knowledge of Gaelic, apart from the reason that you think it would be quite nice if they did.

Is might always right when it comes to languages?

No. No one language is 'better' than another, but some are far, far more useful. Neither I nor anyone on here has suggested we should stop people learning Gaelic altogether, but it becomes a different matter when it boils down to teaching children the language. I think that's a waste of a lesson.
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I fail to see your point, but I suspect it might be because you lack one. You may not have mentioned the English, but your meaning was implicit and as the words "England, English and Englandism(?)" appear 12 times in your last 10 posts I think it was an accurate conclusion that I came to.

Salmond is a hypocrite, as he hasn't banned his MP's from voting on devolved issues, "scum" sums him up quite nicely.

"I like English people and in common with the estimable Mr. Salmond, my problem is not with them but with the British state."
You like expressing your distaste for the English-and Salmond loves using them as a method by which to avoid taking the blame for his failings.
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Cannibal,

Much as you would wish it were not so, Gaelic is a living language. Of course if it is not promoted though education and communications it will eventually die out, first as a written medium and then as a spoken medium. Therefore Gaelic-speaking schools and Gaelic-speaking radio and TV stations are essential - and as taxpayers Gaels are entitled to them. Those who oppose such things are hellbent on achieving total assimilation, make no mistake. While you say you'd like to see Gaelic survive, your subtext continues to be 'Speak English or Die!'.

As an urban learner of (Irish) Gaelic knowledge of the language allows me access to the burgeoning Gaelic-speaking community in my native city. It also helps me to better appreciate the culture, history and landscapes of my country and to make what can sometimes be a dark and dreary island into a more interesting place - it is a source of pride. Finally Gaelic helps to insulate me from the tidal wave of dross which has afflicted mainstream British culture in recent years and of which sadly, no end appears in sight.

Tír gan teanga, tír gan anam.
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to be honest, if the education system hasn't taught me how to get by in German, i really can't see what good gaelic can do. It's only taught in the islands anyway. More to the point. Mr Mitchell, are you truly giving up the dating scene? If not, a vicious rumour is circulating.
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'When I hear the word culture I reach for my revolver'

How interesting. A university professor said this to me the other day and i had no idea he was quoting someone else. Where did it come from originally?
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Much as you would wish it were not so, Gaelic is a living language.

Much as you would love to believe that I'm desperate for Gaelic to die, I'm not. As I've repeatedly said, if people, adults that is, want to learn it, then that's great. But sadly, you stumble at the first hurdle. Gaelic isn't really alive because there is nobody alive who is a Gaelic monoglot. If Gaelic were to vanish overnight nobody would really be affected by the fact they couldn't communicate in the language itself. After all, they ALL speak English.

Of course if it is not promoted though education and communications it will eventually die out, first as a written medium and then as a spoken medium. Therefore Gaelic-speaking schools and Gaelic-speaking radio and TV stations are essential

Nonsense. Parents in the Highlands have every right not to have a dead language enforced upon their children because people in other parts of the country thinks it's great that their 'language' should survive, in spite of the fact that it handicaps these children from the get-go and serves little purpose. They'd be better off learning French. Or for that matter, IT. Or maybe just having more time set aside for PE. If parents in the Highlands, many of whom speak Gaelic, wanted their children to speak Gaelic, then they'd teach them Gaelic in the best possible environment in which to pick up the language, which is at home, from a very young age. They're free to do this, no-one is stopping them doing this, and the declining numbers of speakers bluntly shows that they are NOT doing this, en-masse. Let the people of Northern Scotland have their say. In my eyes they are having it, and they are saying that they can do without Gaelic thank you very much.
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Cannibal,

Well for someone who says that they aren't desperate for Gaelic to die you are doing a good job of proclaiming the Gaelic languages dead. Try telling that to the thousands of people who speak Irish or Scottish Gaelic every day!

Once again you are claiming to speak for people in the Highlands. What credentials enable you to do this? You once went out with a Welsh girl IIRC!!

Methinks thou dost protest too much.

An Ghaeilge abú!
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Blondy

It is the rough translation of a line from a play written by the Nazi dramatist Hanns Johst.
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Yes, Pic, i googled it. Weird, considering the professor in question is a Jew from Brooklyn. 
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Well for someone who says that they aren't desperate for Gaelic to die you are doing a good job of proclaiming the Gaelic languages dead. Try telling that to the thousands of people who speak Irish or Scottish Gaelic every day!

Surely even you can see that there is a huge difference between wanting a language to die and proclaiming it dead? I don't want it to die, but it is effectively dead because there are no Gaelic monoglots left. The people who speak Gaelic every day could just as easily converse in English. If they don't want to then that's fine, but the crux of the argument is that they could.

Once again you are claiming to speak for people in the Highlands. What credentials enable you to do this? You once went out with a Welsh girl IIRC!!

What are your credentials? The fact that you're learning a bit of Irish? Which not only is a different language, but has almost ten times the number of speakers as Gaelic? It's all well and good you harping on about how lovely it is to imagine the Highlands filled with people of all ages conversing in Gaelic and 'literally unlocking the secrets of their landscape,' but the harsh facts remain. People in the Highlands are not bothering to teach their children Gaelic, hence the downturn in the number of speakers.

Can you please answer why you think that is?
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And the winner for the most obtuse, ill-informed and ignorant poster on CIF 2009 goes to....
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Carnighan!
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(sorry: open goal)
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Huh. Interesting subject... ok, that's not entirely honest, but oh well. My brain needs some exercise today.

In all frankness I don't really care about the Gaelic language, free or funded. The lunacy and lunacy of Cornish is quite amusing though. Perhaps they should put up signs in Cornish. It can be renamed, to Graffiti.

It is a bit sad to hear languages spoken of as a tool though. Admittedly I can only speak English (and sometimes not brilliantly), and for that I shall naturally blame my parents for not continuing to teach Brazilian Portuguese to me when I was learning to understand and speak any language. Then I could understand what's being said whenever I visit my Brazilian relatives and my name crops up in conversation, promptly followed by laughter.

Anyway, where was I...? Ah, language as a tool. I was wondering... is that all it is: an established tool of communication that is sometimes heralded as a symbol of national pride (or something along those lines, I don't do patriotism very well)? Can it not also be something beautiful, and therefore worth holding on to for that reason alone? (If anyone's heard or speaks Gaelic, or indeed Cornish, and finds it aesthetically pleasing please step forward.) Isn't that a reason why people sometimes choose to listen to the original dubbing when watching films in foreign languages, and read subtitles? I certainly do, despite only having GCSE standard French (i.e. none), Japanese genes and no ties whatsoever to the Chinese, Mandarin or Cantonese.

But then again... is aesthetics worth spending the taxpayers money on? Bearing in mind how much money is made from cinema tickets and dvd sales and now blu-ray and tv licenses and... hang on a minute, how often are those to do with aesthetics?

Bother. And I thought I had a good argument running there. Oh well.
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Got to say the most useful language I ever learnt was understand was Body Language !
Much more useful in a tricky situation.
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