From: Guardian.co.uk  (15.08.09 )

David Mitchell’s Soapbox ‘Ancient languages’ 06 July 09

Brought to you by Meet the Bulldog / Bulldog natural grooming  [with background soundtrack of barking dogs.]

“The other day I met some very interesting people who were passionate…( not passionate as in sofa passionate )  - genuinely passionate about saving the Gaelic language – that’s Scottish Gaelic, as opposed to Irish Gaelic…

“ I have mixed feelings about this…Uneasy about spending too much money or time on it….  I would not like to spend money on something which is not far above the level of a private code….

“My feeIings are unmixed about spending money on reviving the Cornish Language.   No, once it’s gone it’s gone – sadly flat-lined on the table….everyone who spoke Cornish as a language rather than as a hobby.   Those who are involved in campaigns to put it on road-signs are completely ludicrous, or as they say in Cornwall, ‘Completely ludicrous.’…  

“ Gaelic though is still a living language, and I hope it stays that way.   If I was a parent I would bring up my child bilingual.  Basically that’s like giving them a free language   But I would find it difficult to support learning it from scratch.

“ Language is fundamentally a tool for communication.   By learning Gaelic you can speak to 60,000 people, all of whom speak English.   By learning Welsh you can speak to 600,000 people, some of whom can not speak English.  Learn Hindi and you can communicate with 600 million, most of whom don’t speak English…

“ That 60,000 would have to include some pretty fascinating guys to make it worthwhile.   By all means let’s make Gaelic available to study and learn.  Keep it in proportion – not swayed by politicians using language as a political weapon.

“ Gaelic has not been the language of lowland Scotland since the middle ages.  In the lowlands people speak Scots, which is not a separate language but a dialect of English….Some people want Scots recognised as a separate language.

[ Speaker digrsesed into a stream of consciousness about Walter Scott, shortbread tins, trousers and Ian Rankin…]

“Isn’t it a pity, though when an ancient language dies  - a pity ?  Yes it is, that’s exactly what it is : a pity – not the end of the world.     Extinction of animals in the natural world is almost always the action of Man, almost never natural selection…

“Extinction of a language still is natural selection.   If a language dies out, it is because humans do not need it to communicate.  It is still available to use or learn if people wish.

[Speaker made points about the Rosetta Stone before and after interpretation of hieroglyphics.]
“I wish Gaelic well, and hope it survives but without absurd levels of politically-motivated funding.   If it does , it will be all the better for it – on its own merits but not as a curiosity or nationalistic statement.”

[…brought to you by Bulldog, packed with essential oils and available nationwide, with backing of dogs barking.]
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